
Self Guided DRIVING TOUR of Comfort Country 
This tour will take you around the four towns included in Comfort Country; Marmora, Madoc, 

Tweed and Stirling. This gives an outline of the main attractions in each of the destinations. It is 
designed in a way that will start you in Tweed to finish in Stirling. Feel free to adjust the order of the 
tour and add in any extra stops as you go. Maps are provided at the end to help you along the way.

Tweed                                                                                                   
We will begin the tour in the town of Tweed Ontario. Tweed is located on 

Highway 37, about 30 minutes north of Belleville. Most people remember a small 
village with vibrant, painted fire hydrants, a large lake in the downtown core and 
North America's Smallest Jail House.

The Moira River meanders through the Municipality of Tweed and is the 
major contributor to Stoco Lake, where a community Pavilion anchors a beautiful 
family-oriented park and play ground, before flowing towards the Bay of Quinte at 
Belleville. 

Many artisans have come to Tweed for inspiration for their work. Some 
have chosen to stay in Tweed because of its many pastoral scenes and the quality of 
life offered by comfort country living.

The residents of Tweed invite you to join us in celebrating Summer and all its beauty. Return in 
the Fall and Winter where there's always something new to enjoy! You are sure to receive a good, old-
fashioned Tweed Welcome!

Tweed Heritage Centre                                                                                                                 
We will begin our tour at the Tweed Heritage Centre. The heritage 

centre incorporates the Houston House originally built in 1897. It allows 
you to discover Tweed of both the current and the past. The Welcome and 
Information Bureau provides service to both visitors and local residents. 
The Meiklejohn Reference Room and Morton Archives serve the needs of 
many researchers and genealogists. In the Heritage Gallery, you can take 
the time to discover the creative minds of local artists, while browsing 
through many displays of arts and crafts. 

Hours of Operation:
Monday-Saturday 9am-12pm & 1pm-5pm Year Round. 

Admission: Location:
$3.00 for tours per person over 12 years of age. 40 Victoria Street North. Tweed. (Refer to map)



Tweed Jail House                                                                                                                                        
Just steps up the street (across from the Valu-Mart) is the 

Tweed Jail House. It was built in 1898 and it is advertised as North 
Americas Smallest Jail House. The Jail House measures only 4.9 
metres by 6.1 metres. It is now converted into the community police 
station and it is a great place to stop by and discover. 
Hours of Operation: 
Monday from 10 am to 4 pm
Tuesday from 10 am to 3 pm
Wednesday & Thursday from 11:30 am to 3:30 pm
Friday from 10 am to 6 pm
Saturday and Sunday from 10 am to 4 pm

The Old Cheese Factory                                                                                                                            
We are now going to continue up Highway 37 

North until we get to 596 Moira Street (across the road from 
the Tim Horton's). This stone building was built circa 1860. 
It was a working cheese factory until it was shut down in 
1918. The building remained vacant until 1960 when it was 
then used as living quarters for many families. In 1998 the 
renovations you see today began to make it into a working 
store in 2004. Stop by and see the original stone structure 
and interior wood beams, while tasting excellent foods and 
shopping for unique gifts. 

For more information: http://www.theoldcheesefactory.ca/ 

Lester B. Pearson Peace Park                                                                                                                   
Next we are going to head north up Highway 37 until we 

meet Highway 7. Turn left (west) on Highway 7 and keep driving 
for about 2km until you get to 108087 Highway 7. There will be a 
sign on the right “Lester B. Pearson Peace Park.” 

The Peace Park was a Centennial project of Roy and 
Priscilla Cadwell who donated the land for the park. There is a 
shrine at the park called the Peace Pagoda Shrine. This was a gift 
from the Japanese people to the people of Canada as a gift of peace 
and friendship between the east and west. There is another shrine 
called the The Mothers' Shrine. It was put there in behalf of the 
mothers who lost their sons in the first and second world wars. It is 
placed to the right of the Peace Pagoda Shrine. The park is a 
wonderful stop to see the beauty of nature along their nature trail. It is a also a great stop to have a 
picnic on a warm sunny day.  

http://www.theoldcheesefactory.ca/


Madoc                                                                                                   
Situated in the heart of Hastings County, Centre Hastings and Madoc 

Township are representative of the special way of life enjoyed by the residents of 
"Comfort Country".

Settled in the early 1800's by United Empire Loyalists and immigrants from 
the British Isles and the United States, agriculture, mining and forestry were the 
economic mainstays of the community. Today, tourism and technology based 
industries have been added to round out the mix. The arrival of high speed internet 
access has brought the world to Centre Hastings.

This area offers many attractions, from fishing and other water sports to ATV 
and snowmobile trails. We have golf and tennis courts and an excellent lawn bowling facility. There are 
many parks and conservation areas to explore and enjoy the quietness of rural life in. A recently 
completed renovation to the Madoc Public Library has added conference rooms that complement the 
variety of meeting facilities available here. Public internet access is also available at the Library.

There are many fine restaurants, services and retail businesses in Centre Hastings as well as 
public schools and the regional high school. A proactive municipal council has built a new village 
market square to help keep the downtown core lively and is a key partner in aiding a committee of local 
youth construct a competition-class skate board park. Whether you are young or old, Centre Hastings 
and Madoc Township have something for everyone.

Directions from Tweed → Madoc
Continue on Highway 7 west until you reach the set of lights at Highway 62 (at the Madoc Tim 
Horton's). Turn left at these lights to bring you into the town of Madoc. Keep following that street until 
it ends at St. Lawrence Street. At this point take a left turn onto St. Lawrence Street. At the four corners 
take a right onto Durham Street and follow this until you come to the Centre Hastings Skate Park. 
(refer to map at the end of the booklet)

Central Hastings Skate Park                                                                                                                     
In the past few years the Centre 

Hastings Skate Park has been 
expanding its services and attractions 
for the public. The park started with 
the building of the skate park, the 
bunny park, the play ground and a 
canteen with washrooms. It has grown 
to include a splash pad, the arts centre, 
picnic and shaded areas, and an 

equipment rental building. People from the surrounding areas travel to 
use this park because it can please the whole family with the variety 
services.
 
For more information: http://www.centrehastingspark.com/ 

http://www.centrehastingspark.com/


O'Hara Mill Homestead                                                                                                                            
We are now going to head out to the 

O'Hara Mill Homestead, a short drive into 
Madoc Township. To get here head back out 
to Highway 7 where the Madoc Tim Horton's is 
located. Once you get here turn left onto 
Highway 7 westward towards Marmora. 
Travel for almost 1km, until you see O'Hara 
Road. Turn right onto the road and follow 
until you get to your first stop sign. At the 
stop sign turn left onto Mill Road. Follow 
this for 1.5km and you will see the entrance 
of the park on your right. 

The O’Hara Mill Homestead is an 85-
acre historical site centered on the only 
known working English Gate or Reciprocating Frame sawmill in Canada."The O’Hara Mill", as the site 
is known locally, is owned by Quinte Conservation and managed by a dedicated group of volunteers, 
the O’Hara Volunteers Association. Explore the area's hiking trails, catch glimpses of machinery from 

the past, tour historic building and take a step 
back in time. The O'Hara family occupied the 
land for nearly 120 years. The grounds contain 
eight historic buildings; five of the structures 
still stand in their original location. Tour the old 
O'Hara homestead, which was built in 1848, and 
see the original furniture and artifacts, most of 
them handcrafted over 100 years ago in the 
adjacent woodworking shop. In addition to the 
homestead and woodworking shop, the original 
sites also include a working saw mill and a 
carriage house. The O'Hara Mill school house, 
blacksmith shop and a collection of agricultural 
machinery displayed in two sheds are additions 
to the site. 

The park is open dawn to dusk everyday to explore the area, but guided tours to learn about the history 
are also available. 

Guided Tours:
Saturday & Sundays 11 am to 4 pm - May and June 
Saturday & Sundays 11 am to 4 pm - Labour Day to Thanksgiving Weekend
Tuesday to Sunday 11 am to 4 pm - July and August. 

Location:
638 Mill Road. Madoc. 

For more information:  http://ohara-mill.org/ 

http://ohara-mill.org/


Marmora                                                                                              
Marmora and Lake provides many opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts and 

those fleeing the urban sprawl for an idyllic rural existence. There are lakes, rivers, 
streams and trails stretching from Crowe Lake in the south to Dickey Lake in the 
north east and Tangamong Lake in the northwest.

Two urban centres, Deloro and Marmora provide excellent services for those 
preferring less of the outdoors and more of what a Village can offer.
Our vision statement is: Marmora and Lake will continue to be a small, thriving 
Municipality in Ontario; a desirable place to work, live, vacation and retire; by 
providing a clean natural environment, varied sources of recreation, excellent 
services and reasonable taxes.

Directions from Madoc → Marmora
From O'Hara Mill Homestead retrace your path back to Highway 7. Follow Highway 7 west towards 
Marmora to the following locations. 

Greensides Farm- Mother of Divine Justice                                                                               
Your next stop on the tour is Greensides Farm. Before you reach the town of 

Marmora you will pass a road called Greensides Lane. Turn left and follow to the 
end of the road. 

Greensides is a farm where people have claimed that apparitions have occurred 
for 14 years and continue to take place. There have been a number of claims since 
1991, when a phenomena erupted during a reunion of those who had journeyed to 
the famous apparition site of Medjugorje in the former Yugoslavia. The farm was 
owned by John Greenside, who died several years ago, and his wife, Shelagh, 80, 
who is in the process of turning the land over to the Franciscan Friars of the 

Immaculate.
Many who have visited claim to have seen the solar orb act strangely -- a claim made at a 

number of alleged apparition sites - or to catch an actual glimpse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The Greensides have placed Stations of the Cross around a field and into the woods for the 
reunion and it is at the Tenth Station, where Christ is stripped of His garments, that much of the 
phenomena takes place. 

For More Information: http://www.greensidesfarm.com 

Marmora Mine Site                                                                                                                                   
After Greensides Farm continue going west on 

Highway 7 and your next road on the left on the top of the 
hill, is called Marmora Mine Road, follow this road to the 
end, park your car and walk up the path towards the mine. 

The Marmora Mine was opened in 1955 to supply 
iron ore pellets to Bethlehem Steel Mills in Buffalo, N.Y. 
When it closed in 1979, it left a pit more than 200m (656ft.) 
deep, covering 34 hectares (85 acres at the surface). It is 
filled up with water, mainly from underground streams. The 
view overlooking the mine is nothing short of spectacular. 
The area around the mine is connected with trails utilized by 
recreational vehicles in all seasons. From the top of the mine you can get a bird's eye view of Marmora. 

http://www.greensidesfarm.com/


Saint Mathilda's Church                                                                                                                           
 After leaving the mine follow west into the town of 

Marmora. Once you pass Memorial and Legion Park you will 
cross a bridge over the Crowe River. Take your first right 
hand turn after the bridge, Hughes Lane. Follow the road 
until you reach the end and walk until you see the ruins of the 
old church. The road was named after Margaret Hughes 
whose gravestone still stands at this location. Saint 
Mathilda’s Church established in 1825 on the west bank of 
the Crowe River, was one of the very first Roman Catholic 
churches in the interior of Upper Canada. Over the years, it 
served as a first church for other faiths as well. After 1875, 

when the new Roman Catholic Church was build, Marmora’s first church was abandoned.

Stirling                                                                                                 
The village of Stirling is a unique destination known for its natural beauty and strong 

community spirit. This newly transformed village is rich in old time charm is characterized by rich 
cultural venues, alluring atmosphere, and is uniquely positioned to provide visitors with the means to 
escape and create lasting memories. 

Located just 20 minutes north of the 401 at Belleville, about halfway between Toronto and 
Montreal, this community of 2,000 urban residents offers a lifestyle unique to Ontario. Surrounded by 
rolling hills and large dairy farms this area has much to offer.

A welcome awaits you in the village with specialty shops and boutiques, relaxing cafes and 
restaurants, and a seasonal farmers market at the covered bridge. The covered bridge is a focal point 
within the centre of the village that provides a welcome place for visitors and a great area to host 
events, including the annual Water Buffalo Food Festival which is held each summer at the end of 
August. 

With the smallest recognized police force in Ontario, a thriving Festival Theatre, state of the art 
library, attractive educational system, a wide array of recreational facilities and an exceptional hockey 
arena with a long-lived hockey history, Stirling provides great potential as an attraction for investment, 
tourists and residents. For more information about this destination visit www.stirling-rawdon.com.

Directions from Marmora → Stirling 
After leaving Saint Mathilda's Church return to downtown on Highway 7 until you reach the stop light 
on Forsyth Street. Take a right onto this street and follow until you come to the town of Stirling. Feel 
free to stop in the small village of Springbrook on your way there. 

Heritage Train Station                                                                                                                               
As you enter Stirling you will see on your right hand 

side the old Heritage Train Station. It is located at 122 North 
Street. 

Originally part of the Grand Trunk Railway the 
historic Stirling CN Railway Station (circa 1879) provided a 
transportation lifeline to the Stirling area until 1968 when the 
last train whistle sounded in the village. After its recent 
relocation by the Stirling Rotary Club the station has been 
refurbished and painted in the original Grand trunk colours.

Rebuilding was completed by July 2008 to help 

http://www.stirling-rawdon.com/


celebrate Stirling’s 150th Anniversary and it offers the community a railway museum and photo gallery 
in the station itself, with a community hall in the lower area for public events requiring seating for 
approximately 100 people. Stirling’s railway heritage is once again coming to life. 

For More Information: http://www.stirlingrotary.ca/ 

Stirling Theatre                                                                                                                                          
Continue south on North Street/Highway 14 into 
the town of Stirling. At the lights take a right onto 
West Front Street and you will see the theatre on 
your left. 
The municipally owned theatre was built in 1927 as 
a community service building. It was operated as a 
focal point for community meetings and events, 
housed the Public Works Office and Police Office 
and in 1939 the auditorium was used as a movie 
theatre.
Until the 1950`s movies played, but became less of 
an attraction and the theatre was seldom used. In 
1982, the municipality looked at demolishing the 

building to create a new Public Works Building. Several dedicated Stirling citizens formed the Stirling 
Performing Arts Committee and put forth a petition to preserve the building. Since then the theatre has 
been providing entertainment to residents and tourists.

In 1996, the professional theatre company was formed with a program that included plays, 
musicals and youth programs, as well as special events and concerts. 

For More Information: http://www.stirlingfestivaltheatre.com/ 

Stirling Agricultural Museum                                                                                                                   
Keep following West Front Street. When you get to 

the Fair Ground and Arena take your first left directly after 
the the arena parking lot the Museum is located behind the 
arena and fairgrounds. 

The museum was opened in 1997 by a group of 
volunteers, who wanted to preserve the agricultural heritage 
in Hastings County and surrounding areas. The museum is 
28,000 square feet and has exhibits in over six buildings. 

Highlights include the Dairy Building, Steam Engine 
display, Tractor Building, Harvest Building, Tillage Building 
and Heritage Village Streetscape!

Come visit the past and tour the extensive collection 
of artifacts and scenes reminiscent of agricultural heritage in this area. Open Victoria Day weekend to 
Labour Day weekend, 7 days a week, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.

For more information or to book a group appointment call 613-395-0015 or visit the past at 
For More Information: www.agmuseum.ca. 

You're Finished! 
We hope you enjoyed the tour and found it unique to you and your family.

http://www.agmuseum.ca/
http://www.stirlingfestivaltheatre.com/
http://www.stirlingrotary.ca/


Contact Information

Should you have any questions:

Marmora: Stirling:
Typhany Choinard Elisha Maguire 
Economic Development/Tourism Coordinator Economic Development Officer
613-472-1515 613-395-3341 
t.choinard@marmoraandlake.ca edo@stirling-rawdon.com

Tweed: Madoc:
Sharon Pedersen Jim Bakker
Community Development Coordinator Madoc&District Chamber of Commerce
613-478-2535 613-473-1616
spedersen@twp.tweed.on.ca cocmadoc@bellnet.ca

Maps

mailto:spedersen@twp.tweed.on.ca
mailto:edo@stirling-rawdon.com
mailto:t.choniard@marmoraandlake.ca
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